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1 INTRODUCTION
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! In general, this paper refers to a Deaf persdbeaf persons with a capital D to symbolise their
membership of a distinctive cultural, social amayliistic group referred to as the Deaf community.
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2 References throughout this paper to sign langoagegned language are to Irish Sign Language bor 1S
which is the first and preferred language of thaf®mmunity in Ireland. References to spoken
language or spoken English are to oral Englishargigned English, which is the literal signed
translation of spoken English.
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2 SCOPE AND STRUCTURE OF THE PAPER
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3 PRINCIPLES
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4 STRUCTURAL SUPPORTS
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4.2 Early Identification, Information and Support
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® The waiting list for young children in the Audigjyp Clinic is two weeks and, if requested, as scoa a
baby fails a screening test a diagnostic testrisszhout in two weeks. If the results suggestsjizs
sensory neural hearing loss, efforts are madettargent ENT and hearing aid services appointments.
The Clinic has developed services for children wétimporary hearing loss as a result of ‘glue dar’,
children with language delay, with specific langeiggoblems, and with suspected or confirmed autism.
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4.3 Language Support and Tuition
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4.4 Access by Deaf People to Teacher Training Colleges
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4.6 Special Needs Assistants

I - < < T< ) ! +
- - " - " | = | )
VA - or = ¢ < ) ro=- & 9"
! = ! ) ! 4
) 0 T - ) ! !
I 15 < * * [
! 3 " ! ! - !
g1 1) 3 ! | g4 <0 "
- ! ) 6~ "0 "
H ! ! 9 0 ) ) ) )
! < I< ¢ < ) 10! !
) 7)) ! "
I | B 0 o "7 L) ) 0 ¢
0 L) ) " ¢ H )
+ | 0 ™ 0 ) gL ) e
or = = (0] + ! & 0 <
| + 1) | % | g |
0! " * ! -
) e * | ) o+ % g Il

16 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

) = = | Lot ) e
) 1) Fr)! )" ) &
4.7 \Visiting Teacher Service
/") 0 7 ) )
" ! " ror - 0o )"
- " /") mol -
! )< ! + 4 4 ) ! &
/" ) I -
)y T s LD B D N
! g ! "
0 ! "< - /" ) " 6 <
! ! ") "k - /" ) ! !
- u - | | "o )" "
5 <"i
- < /" ) 0 !
< n 0 ! "0 ! -
0 ! "< 0 1o oEmod ¥
=) - " %% * N0" ) "< 3
= | " ! ¥ ) ! )=
- "3 & %% D% "< "< ! ) )
"t o o! = ! " ! /" )
0 "ol K ) I < 4 ) b
' o 1 /" ) + - ) "
"0 "0 ! ! * "4 <0 *
"0 - < o! =
0 Ly ) = = ry ™ = " 0
<l ¥ 10! ) <
10 " = n or = < |
7 <)) == 0 < "
) " ) f0" ) "0
" - &
H )
= /" ) 0 I = ! !
! * = ! =)y = ¢
el /" ) + ! 6" &
= N Y < "+ !
/" ) 0 & 7< | 0 " < | !
0" ) °F "+ !
- n - ) I " " < /")
0 &
17 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

18

07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

<l ) -
) = - ! ) " 0" &
+ * 1" * I o" )*
)" 0 ) " 1y 10
- + ! 10 Il ) ) °°F ) )
0 010 ) "§ 0") + <
0 " F)y""B ! y""< | -
0! ! " "0 < "l ! -
R 11 ! 0 7)<
) ! < ! ) ! "3k
3 D T - " + ! ¥ "
- - M ! "< | 0 0! < I = 0
! "
4.9 Individual Education Plans
! < 0 (U "4 !
0 I 0 ! o" ! 0! )
"D ¥ ! - 22%.4 ") " ! = " =
"o * 010 ) e " /" )
ry 1= o ™ 0 = g 0! =
- 0 )" ! ! - 221 =11 r= 2 24
== ) " ! ! ) ! "ol "
! =1 ' 0 < 0 oo 010 ) * *
0 ) D"¢
! ! ") ny-" ) ™) = 10!
- 3 & n | - * * I
| I | 0 "< )
= )y ™ = ! - - - " "+
| <" Feom ! ")
> ™)y = - Q¥ - 10 )
) <ro<moto )yt )
! <l = ! 10! ! &
+ ) 1y 10 /" )
0 ¢ Pl 7 ) ! ) " " 1)
- - D) ' " 0 < "< |
0 - ) 0! ) ) 0! < *
1) or = - 1 R
0o " - ! or = 0+ (.
I= ! ! < ) "§
19

07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

5 EDUCATION SERVICE PROVISION
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5.5 Mainstream Provision for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children
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5.6 Education Provision for Deaf/Blind Children
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6 DEAF EDUCATION CENTRE
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7 SUMMARY OF KEY PROPOSALS

# + - oo B +

i 0 " - i T "

#h P 0"l < )" )

# S 0 < - "0 - 7 <

#H$ + o ) " D 1y " "

#h - "0 ") R A B T " - *

#&, 7 II) ! ) ) [1] n 0 "y ! )II xn ! -
0L 1Ly 0! - Lgtl) ) P
<

"t 7 o! - ! "t

wr o+ T N 0"
- e Ty e 0 ¢
<) 13 mey o

#i1 Yy 1" o100 0 ! !
- 22$.4 ! IR " o
0 "< ) " "= y ™o
- ko= O 10 I -
10 ) D T P 22%"
c * 220 %d- ") " - y 1<l

#% ) ! Fonr "o PO !
o F ) " ! * )

30 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

6 ) °F 0 ! ) | 0
= | ) =+ I* I I
o!r = ¢
#h 2 + - !
) ! < -4
# ) L " 70
0! ) ! ") 7)) ") I
! Id
#4 M " "o - - "0
) | " % - " -
! "< < 1) - o! -
! 0"t ) = )" [
| < - * |
+ ) )
#4 6" Mmoo " " " g )
! T ) § - " e 1
h*< " - - |
0 - | + 4
#3 ! ! + I | 3 -
3 S ) I | Il ) |
) I+ 0! - 0 0
- - X "
o) )Tt ) .
")) + "
#o, + - Ll ! o" - -
" 0 + " - 10! "o
. ) ! - I = 1 |
) 1)
] 7 0 )
| ) ! ) 1)
. ! ) ) = - < = -
! "
## < - "0 ") y == " +
B 0 A R I T
6 ) | o )
) ! "o "
#1565 = *© " e "o " For
T o "ru o "7m-  (4H

31 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

-- I < ! + !
- - | + | | 0 10!
| * | - 0 ) < I 0!
X Yo ) < e
1"
# % + ! 0 ™ 0 ) g ) f
)I * | 0! - * e () + | 4
9 [ ) = = | | - )
< y Yy L)
! ) ) &
Y EARD 0 T - ! |
! * -n I | - ) - *
| | / ) + | 6" | &
#h N Y A "o < "+ !
/" ) 0 & Pr< | "0 " < | !
0 )y =~ "o !
- - )y 1 oo < /")
0 ¢
#h b= /") o " " +
ot< 1 6 '
< | ") | % I
/") 0 - "
#h "o 7 - - 0" o 3
< - " )y ! )"

32 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

7 REFERENCES

70 b- %%HD " Fy | by 1"=- A5 11 ) |
5 g
N *A4gHL- b - %W%S>EN " 0" +
" ! g
"I EULS + ng-22. " ) ) )+ ! "
ol -%%,.M ) ) L) ) > =" 3
+ L Lo+ > "+
+ - - 222. ) >H ! b+ 1o
EO *~ ! "
I < ! " . k- 2280
h<<<i "D = "D WM ip "D 220 22%t
= | - 2224 MW<<<f = ! § D 3A"N +0,2LL +0 2#
+ - 221. "4 ) ~ ! + !
- r221" "ot ! I N X " "
" ¢EO0 N &
EIl *lk- 228>5K 40 + C " + " " 0T
" E! nm 0 3 " ) k""" o+
" T WHG6 24+ > "+
4 | I53=" ) I " + " 222
"o - 2280 E ( B 0 < + 4 4 )
! Y ¢ "o ! ! - L
i5 ¢
"R g-22,0 ) ) )" : L= 3! b
I = ¢ » ) ) ! C ¢ ! <<<t & D' )
"R g 2280 )" ) > " 0" "
) ) )" 75 + - fo+ " oo i+ )
5 ") # o: Wi
5 " 4§ §- %% D )+ ! Y)Y WgH ™" )  +>
E ! co" "
5 <*6t - %12, + Lot T ¢ 71 >C !
( *t-22,0 ) (0 <i+ 1> [ +
33 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

< * - W%$o + ! " +

=T 220 " ) ) ) S !

0o )" 6 ! " ) ~ " )y Lo "

" N ) ) )) "ol 7 1= 1)y " H7 !

Py - < "

C - %$> 1T - < 7 ! "
H ! ! " > P & - * *HE 2
I Y%k

M<<<t ) & "D <! D) ™ & &

H " * 1 -, + Q1= ! 15 L &
<K T7i
H ! + - 22#.C "0 4~ O "
"ta 4t L MH +4 1" T4
K ) -22. " )y -=- " o))
! ) ) )3 Y+ k$- * 22

34 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

APPENDIX 1
Members of Task Force
| " A Q
+ 1 * "ory 4§
R4 I ¢ LI I ! + "
n *+ * + "y || ) +
() 9 I rF 5 ¢ ! + EI"
S S 3 0 ! " + !
/'P * LA ' + "
60 Pox "+ Q
N G !
Ql " " "7 220 | < <"
- "7 'l 22%4
35 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

APPENDIX 2

Report to the Task Force on Deaf Education:
Preliminary findings from research on policy and practice of mainstreaming deaf education
in the Republic of Ireland.

Elizabeth S. Mathews, Doctoral Candidate, NIRSA, NUI Maynooth.
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* | acknowledge that there are difficulties with thbels of deaf, Deaf, hearing impaired and hard-of
hearing. In general, this report refers teabadults with a capital D to symbolise their menship

within Deaf Culture. Children are referred to asidand/or hard-of-hearing (D/HH) to encompass the
variety of labels used by parents, professionadsthe children themselves in this research. Not al
D/HH children are or will become members of the D@éammunity and this term hopes to reflect the
diversity in this young cohort. In spite of thetféhat hard-of-hearing is used here and was uged b

number of parents, the majority of children encossgal in this group are audiologically in the praigu
severe range of deafness.
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Section 1: Quantitative Findings
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® CSO data indicates a rate of increase in populdtam 1996 to 2002 of 12.9% and from 2002 to 2006
being 8% (www.cso.ie).
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® This trend is also being reported anecdotally ftbenschools for the deaf, where a general deiine
student numbers is being countered by an increethe iheterogeneity of the remaining students.
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" The totals do not add to 100% as some teachersodigeport on all students in the unit.
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8 Children born outside of Ireland were excludedrfrihis measurement. Those children with an older
deaf sibling were also excluded because parergsdrely request testing after the baby is borntdube
presence of the deaf child in the family alreade one child living in a region with a pilot UNHS
scheme is included in the data. When excludedatkeage age of diagnosis rises to 19.5 months.

40 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

" "o Il < < < " " | -
| < e ) L) ttpoct o "
" |- < g ) ")0 o !
! ! I << 7™ !
" " <l 1) "y D)

" I ") !)." 0 " " "o < O ) |

- r< ) "% 7 < "< " ! 0
" "o - Pt ) - "
nompT < Lot rEm ! AR Pt
3 -- < " noomm
<" YI™A 7 1)y ) 01T+ - o1 =
reom { <" Q0 umomomon < "
< 1)y "0 "< 0 = | "0 M BT ) Tt
Lol Tt T ) I "< Ty <
" 0) "0 ) 0 7< " - !
< < [ b "< 0 A L N [P

There was about ten days between the time [the local audiologist] said she had normal hearing [and
when we] went to Crumlin and | knew by their face, they didn’t give me the results, but | knew by their
face and | knew by the graphs that | was looking at up on the computer screen (Parent 18).

She was four months. And then, she passed that [brainstem test] with flying colours. And then when she
was about a year old, we thought ‘no she is not talking, she's not saying any words’. And then | heard
that this brainstem test isn't a conclusive test and it's, like it depends where you read the lines. So there
was this confusion. (Parent 02).
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They did a test and he was asleep for most of the test but he woke up halfway through the assessment
but they told me not to worry. They said “don't worry one of his ears has passed. We got a reading
there, but it's just that we need to...”. They decided to leave it that day and bring us back again on the
third day to em, to actually sedate him and get a proper reading altogether. But like that now Elizabeth,
| wasn't even going to bother going in when they told me one of his ears had passed. | was saying to my
husband “will we bother”, with the parking and everything, | was so convinced there was nothing wrong.
Still, it was about, he was about 12 weeks, let me see now, he was about 10 weeks old by the time we
went in. [...] And then they did the brainstem test that time. [...JAnd then we met Dr (name removed)
he is the ENT surgeon. And he sat us down and he started asking us questions, if there's any history of
deafness in the family. And we were like no?! And then | started. | said “no?!” (uses a questioning tone)
..... And,... oh | can't (becomes upset). It was just that day. Oh God, it was so hard. (Parent 10).
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She gave him a test and she just said ‘look, bring him back tomorrow, I'm going to test him again’. And
then she just said the next day, she retested him, and said ‘look, he's got sensorineural loss and that's it’.
You know... she stuck some hearing aids on him (...) and then she just sent me home! [...] there was
nothing. A big fat zero, you know? And then even when | went back to get him fitted, | was a bit kind of
emotional, and got the moulds and got his hearing aids on him. But there was nothing, you know no one
sort of told you of what was ahead. You know, you were just sent home with hearing aids on and... you
just have to get him talking and that’s it. | didn't really realise, when they give you hearing aids, you
have to teach them to talk. | didn't realise that until later. (Mother 02).
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The visiting teacher would have been very, very good from that point of view [providing support]. [.....] |
suppose because the services literally fell in the door on top of us so fast after the diagnosis was made.
(Parent 18).
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Teaching Speech:
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You know like, but hearing aids, as well trying to get those digital hearing aids, that is a chore as well.
(Parent 02).

° | have been informed that digital aids are notagisvbest and for some children analogue devicés wil
still be the favourable option for a variety of seas (Theresa Pitt, AuD — personal communication
February 2009). Also, digital aids are now comsily provided to newly diagnosed children and the
difficulties experienced by parents in this reshasdikely to be as a result of the changeovemfro
analogue to digital or due to budgetary restriioncertain regions (Pitt — personal communication
February 2009).
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So | have to say that with digital hearing aids we had a big fight on our hands. | was advised that Peter’s
hearing would be a whole lot better if | got the digital hearing aids, and | had 18 months of calling and
struggling to find out when these were coming, em, it was just a long wait. (Parent 11).
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Well Chris got recently, we got offered fully digital ones from the local board. We took him over there
and he put them on him, but then | had them tested in Dublin and they said they’re not good enough.
(Parent 02)
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But yes there is marked understaffing (we have about 40% of the numbers in paediatrics compared to UK
and vacancies have existed for years in some cases) and we are all struggling to find sufficient time to
review hearing aid children as often as we would like (Pitt, personal communication February 2009).
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We also had an eight-month period when [name of audiologist] left, there was nobody to take over her
job and that was nobody to replace Peter’s ear moulds. (Parent 11)

Because there wasn't an audiologist for a while either, [name of audiologist] left [...] So you were
struggling, you needed tubing, or the shoe broke...” (Parent 02).
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“I know [name of Speech and Language Therapist] had been on maternity leave and no one replaced her
and then she has this backlog..” (Parent 03).

@Also, we contacted the HSE with regard, the Eastern health board, we contacted them with regard to
speech therapy, and that was the biggest joke ever. Absolute nightmare. We travelled to [name of
town] for about 40 minutes on a Thursday at a time when he was tired because it was the only time
when they could fit him in. He went in there, he had his 45 minutes in a room with a grey filing cabinet, a
box of crayons and a few old toys [...Jt With a girl who had just come out of College which is fine but
she’d stay maybe for four weeks and then she'd be gone. Or six weeks and she'd be gone. He’d have to
get used to somebody new..” (Parent 06).
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“Yeah, with him, they gave him an implant when he was... he's had it nearly 2 years. And we had
nothing. There was no speech and language therapy here. So they stuck this thing on his head, and they
had nothing for it (laughs). [...] And it's just now in the last, but we had a year to wait because we were
on a waiting list with Enable Ireland, so he had nobody. For the year, and it's only in the last... March |
think, yeah, March. May, May - June | think that he started getting at once a week.” (Parent 09)
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But there is a speech therapy room and group in [the] boys’ school, Chris is now in the boys’ school. And
there is a speech therapy room and a speech therapist. But Chris is not allowed to go in with that group.
I don't know what it is, why that is, it just blows my mind! The resource teacher is there, the speech
therapist unit, but they've obviously got different issues with these kids with speech problems. (Mother
02)
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The way the speech therapy is sort of implemented is a bit... (sigh)... it is sparse anyway, but it is very
ineffectual as well, you know? [...] You have to take them out of school [...] in the morning you know, it
disrupts the whole morning for them and for us, you know, two hours at least. [...] A lot of the speech
therapists wouldn't be specifically trained... | mean you appreciate what you get, but just it seems a bit...
(Parent/Father 02).
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Elizabeth: did the issue of sign language ever come up for you, did either Beaumont or are the visiting
teacher ever say anything?

Mother: no. They just said, they were all against it really from the beginning, and they just said "we'll
get him talking". So that was...They just said ‘you want to go the speech road’. | don’t think we were
even, | can't even remember if they even asked me ‘do you want sign language’? (laughs) | remember
they were just saying ‘No sign language if you want to get him talking’ (Parent 02).
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Mother: they said to me that they were against [him] getting sign language because he is still gaining, he
is still trying to gain language and it could set him back a lot, that’s what the new teacher for the deaf
was telling me

Elizabeth: that it would set him back?

Mother: yeah, she said it could. Especially because he’s relying a lot on lipreading, that the grammar can
just go straight downhill [...] she said definitely not at the moment.” (Parent 02).
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And eh... so they were recommending that we didn't teach Hazel Sign Language because Hazel would
become reliant on sign, and where she was living in a hearing world, it was better that she develop her
oral [sic] as much as possible. (Parent 17).

I love it [ISL]...my husband is not interested at all, not at all. And he's annoyed that we are doing it. He
says there is no need and... you know... he's just got his own ideas, you know. He just thinks that em, |
think somebody told him at some stage you know that they could get lazy using sign and that it can
prohibit the speech coming, so he just has that in his head now, you know, he just wants him to talk and
that’s it, like you know. (Parent 10).
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And | can remember at the time, being told distinctly to tell Hazel to hold her hands, or to, | was to hold
my hands behind my back when | was talking to Hazel because | could not help using my hands. [...] It
was very difficult, you know, because, she, we, she didn't know, you know, she, it was very impractical
really, you know, she couldn't understand the words, and, you know, it was very frustrating, | became
very frustrated and she became very frustrated. And, as much as possible, | remember making a sort of
mental choice to, to use my hands as little as possible (Parent 17).
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We had no means of communicating with him. And we didn't know what else to do. And, em, we,
actually maybe... no the Beaumont hospital hadn't seen him at this stage. We went to the sign language
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classes, just to have a means of communicating because obviously you couldn't go through life without
being able to communicate. And if he wanted something out of the press I'd end up emptying the whole
press to see what it was he wanted. [.....]So then Michael, well once he got the implant they said “that's
it you're not allowed to sign any more”. And we were like "what are we going to do, he can’t, he doesn't
understand this (Parent 07).

Yeah ah it (ISL) was brilliant, brilliant — stopped most of the frustration — but then the minute she was
implanted we had to stop signing — well we didn’t have to but Beaumont advised us to stop. [...] Cause
they said she’ll use it as a crutch and the less you do it — she’ll just have to speak — it was terrible ignoring
her, ah god it was terrible ignoring her, you know she’d ask me for a drink (does sign for drink) and we
were like “ah, what | can’t hear you”. Ah it was horrible — you know just after learning her all the sign
and now it’s gone. [...] But we persevered and it took about — it only took about 6 weeks and then she
stopped signing and she started you know vocally asking for stuff (Parent 04).
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Well, we were recommended against [sign language] from the beginning, and then when | went to the
deaf school in Dublin, it really dawned on me, that was the first time it dawned on me, and then again at
EuroFest™ — Hazel should have really had sign language all along [...] you know, that was a complete,
that was a huge mistake. She should have been helped; she should have had sign language right, all the
time (Parent 17).
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I wasn’t just 100% happy with it [the school for the deaf], it was bringing him into the Deaf World where
we weren’t made that welcome in, we had kind of a few issues with that ourselves because we don’t
have sign language and anything that we went to, naturally enough we were strangers and we didn’t
feel very welcome (Parent 20)

Parent: the hardest part for me of meeting deaf people was how isolated their families were from them
and that frightened the life out of me [...] That frightened me big time | just couldn’t bear the thought of
Marie having a separate life to us you know? | mean we done [sic] the sign language course we done
[sic] all that but no matter how many courses you take a deaf child is just going to go into their own with
their own at the end of it and that’s it [...]

Elizabeth: Yeah, do you still think that that will happen with Marie or?

Parent: No, no

Elizabeth: Because of the implant?

Parent: Yeah

% EuroFest was a summer camp for families of deédrem from all over Europe and was held in
Carlingford in the summer of 2007. Some of theaesh participants had attended the camp and spoke
of their experiences there. Because of the laugebers of families attending the summer camp, this
information does not compromise the identity of fduily.
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Elizabeth: Okay
Parent: Yeah, oh no that’s never going to happen now (Parent 04).
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But to see this [her daughter writing] that she was so looking forward to [moving to the unit] to meet the
girls, that's when | said it would break your heart wondering did you do the right thing sending her to
mainstream school. It is difficult. | was saying recently, if they had to go to Dublin now this minute, |
wouldn't worry about her now because you can see how well they [deaf children] get on with their own
and they need to be with their own. | don’t think she would even, okay she probably would hate...her
home comforts would be lost. But | don't think she would mind going off on Sunday night and back
again on a Friday evening. And | don't think we would worry much either as parents because you would
feel that's where they’re happiest, there. You couldn't fault it for them, you couldn't really. (Parent 03).
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Section 3: The School Experience
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So | contacted my local school [...] which is a mainstream school. And they did have quite a good
resource there, they had a resource teacher plus he was going to get an SNA in the classroom. Em, so he
went there (Parent 06).
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But see, if I'd known at the time, we would have moved [to Dublin] too, because you know, Hazel was
only young, she was only three, we could have made the move no problem. [...] If we are being
encouraged to put our children in the mainstream, the services have to be there, otherwise, parents
should be told straight up at the very beginning, “look, if you want your child to have a very good
education, the only option for you is St Mary's in Dublin.” It should be, people should be made aware of it
from day one. (Parent 17).
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Elizabeth: what you see as being the advantages of mainstream?

Mother: just to include him in a normal, kind of, social environment, because | felt the deaf school was
very limited, because only 10% go to the deaf school or something like that. So that's a small group of
people in the Deaf Community, it’s a whole community, and | don't see myself as being part of that
community at the moment, you know. And | find it quite, it's their own community and it's quite a small
part of society really, and | felt that Chris and Ellen I’d much prefer to see them in mainstream just to be
normalised in a kind of way (laughs), try to keep it a bit more normal for them. It gives them, trying to
give them more, | think it has more opportunities, to be mainstreamed, as well (Parent 02).

To me these children [in the school for the Deaf] seemed very quiet, very institutionalised, very much part
of their community. | don't want Daniel to feel that these people are his only people, do you know what |
mean? | wanted his life to be as open, and to experience as many challenges as he can. And | felt that if
he had labelled himself, and if we had labelled him as being deaf and signing, he would be excluding
himself from the other greater world out there. Plus, with the learning disability, if he was signing and
had a learning disability | felt that was a double whammy. Whereas if there was some sort of speech
there, he can communicate with the greater public, and then we look at the sign language at a later date
and see maybe if it's what we need (Parent 06).
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And before the summer we wouldn't have considered St Joseph's at all because we were told not to
because Michael’s part of the hearing world and that's why we weren’t registered, we hadn’t even
registered with the NAD because we felt we weren't part of that world because we didn't sign and they
didn't make us feel welcome without the signs. (Parent 07).
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So anyway we decided he was going to go into mainstream with the provision that if it didn’t work after
the first year that he was going to...that we’d have to take him out, but we said we’d start him and if we
had to lower our sights we would, but no, we decided he was going straight into mainstream. (Parent
20).
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No, he’s losing other time, maths and English and everything else when he's out. All they had to do was
coordinate it, that, no okay maybe it's not that, or maybe it is a big deal, | can't see how it would be that
big a deal? (Parent 07)
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Mother: there were problems with the resource teacher in primary school

Father: well she just didn't have any experience, even as a resource teacher she was just, and some of
her approaches were...

Mother:... they were pretty bad!

Father: ineffective.

Mother: she was shouting at him all the time.
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Father: (laughs uncomfortably) it was just great. She was getting frustrated, you know he was getting
upset about going to the resource teacher. She was getting frustrated with him and she was just doing
these mundane chores.

Mother: | was going in a lot talking to her, because we had no teacher of the deaf telling her this is what
she should do, do this, this and this. (Parents 02).
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Elizabeth: But em do you think that she can follow like if there’s other if there’s other chatter going on in
the classroom and the teachers talking at the same time — how do you think she’s following there

Parent: | wouldn’t say she is — that’s where she’d need the assistant

Elizabeth: yeah

Parent: do you know — like there now she misses a lot of stuff that she’s doing, then the assistant will
show her what she’s to do and what to open and what to... (Parent 04).

It was observed the special needs assistant (hearing), while there specifically for Chris, can be called
upon by other boys at the table for confirmation that they are doing their work correctly. She seems to
function as an assistant teacher in the eyes of the other pupils, and while she may be there to help Chris
the other students do not seem to think that she is exclusively for his assistance. [...]JHe seems to have an
excellent working relationship with his special needs assistant. She has the ability to bring him, by
guiding and supporting, to the right answer without giving him the answer explicitly. She is obviously
engaged in teaching activities with him, in spite of the fact that this is against guidelines for special
needs assistants. For example, Chris got stuck on the question 9X3, and the special needs assistant
showed him how he can use the tables provided at the back of his homework journal to find the answer.
Chris also got stuck on 6x7 and used the Journal by himself. The special needs assistant uses attention
gaining techniques common to the Deaf Community such as tapping him on the shoulder or elbow. She
also uses some small gestures to clarify what she is saying. (Observation field notes, 15/9/08).
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What happened was that when we went down to the school to register him we told them and we had to
write a letter to the Department of Education. [...] He said the Department grants them 17 hours...17.5
hours | think it was. The full time is 22.5 hours. Basically they were giving him a Special Needs Assistant
from 9.00 am till just before lunch time. So he’d have to do lunch time and the afternoon alone without
someone. [...] So we had to write a letter to the Dept of Education to ask for the extra hours. So we got
them anyhow. So he has the full hours. (Parent 01).

H! =" "< 0 N < n o= " - n
mry " ) " " 4 -

< <" 0 < | " <) ) - <

") <) "0! S R T Y ) TN

53 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

Then this year we had major problems again because we were told just the day before we went on
holidays, and it was the visiting teacher that told us, the school didn’t inform that the SENO again had
halved, well she was leaving him access to an SNA but he was sharing it with another child in another
class. [...]JAnd his resource hours have also been cut, he seems to be only just getting two hours a week,
three forty-five minute sessions [...] I’'m back to a child that’s not sleeping at night, he’s crying, we’ve had
a couple of episodes already when he’s been in tears in school and I’m trying to get on to the local T.D. |
have a letter half written to go back into the principal and back into the SENO. She’s [the SENO] already
sent me out a letter to say that it doesn’t matter what anybody says, psychologists, visiting teachers, any
of those reports, it doesn’t matter what the reports say, it’s what she decides. (Parent 20).
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| wanted to get a radio aid for his analogue hearing aids. But the radio aid never turned up from the
Department of Education. And | phoned them continually about that radio aid, and that was December.
And | was looking for the radio aid in June, and this was December. [...] Well | was obviously requesting
this radio aid and it never arrived. | mean the Department of Education are a joke. | remember ringing
them and they never answered the phone, and they never replied to anything (Parent 02).
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It is a large and spacious classroom with a high ceiling, carpet on the floors, large windows running the
length of the room, with blinds on the windows. There are four large desks, two seating eight children,
one seating seven and one seating six. Chris sits at a desk with seven other children. He sits to the left
hand side of the classroom which means that his view may be obstructed while his teacher is writing on
the blackboard because she is right-handed. However, were he to be seated on the opposite side of the
classroom, he would be facing the windows. As it stands, he sits in a slight angle to the windows, with
the light coming over his left shoulder. His special needs assistant sits just behind him in the classroom.
[...]It was obvious that the teacher struggles to maintain proper communication with Chris (X on diagram
below) while she was working at the white board. This is because she is right-handed. In order for her to
use the whiteboard she has to stretch her right arm across her face thus blocking the view of her face for
Chris who sits behind her to the left. She did make an attempt, but it was clearly awkward, and | assume
that if | hadn't been there she wouldn't have been so self-conscious of that.

Computer

Teacher Desk
i L]
Whiteboard mounted on blackboard
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Well | got, | had ten 1 hour classes, the department of education put them on here for us and then after
that it’s literally learning it from em sign language book and the cd...[...]...but | wouldn’t consider that I’'m
fluent by any manner of means. (Teacher 10).

" W non . - " "y o+ "

ot < )y ¢y DED IR A

- b= ) I= "ol ) " !
* rot =1 D " " 6 6 "§
5+ 0o ) ")) ) ) !
) / + 4 - = | +. 0 yr™" o "7 ")
omn o = )" 1)) !
0 o 0 0 ) It " ) 1) -
! ") " - - ¥ Tl Q!

" " " " 3" & voopome
= ) + ¥ po= s = ! &
3" - " ) all +D44 b

" preo=mer ! ! ) 0 "
" - 10! = | " ¥ " !
noow oo < " It
Conclusion
5 - " = " "
7 ! rFeroo=. B 0 "= 0! 1=
" <) " I ! - 0 -
§ =19 0 I T ! " "0! < "0 "

- o - ¥ " "ty o ¢ )

"= ! ! o" "0 ) d "
! "yt 7 e - - P mE

0" " R ! =4

! 0 ) SRR t)
"3 <l " bl e D)

™ ) " " "<l < < < " +D44 ! &

"o ) ! " ! 0o ! ) ) +D44
! P = 63 - ! ! - ")
&
Overall Conclusions
" < " 0 N owow " ow | - )" -
" - " =) [ " 0
") " "G " +D44 - - - " oo
" ) ) ! 0 * o" 0 " - -
" 1" " " )" - 1) 7 < ¥
= L - ! =13 0 - ")
& - )" 0 < = | - 0 <"
! 1) - ) < " ? - '
I + - b)) ¥ < | = v )" <

56 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

o" =2 +D44 e ) < )
g
o m» " "< 7 ! ) " 0 " )
P 0!) = "0 "< - [
") ! ") ) ) +044 | I
- ") | " | % "
) O " " " R S 3
ro g C 1" =k " - " ")
- o =) I* * " %
Bibliography:
) & & - %%1l. Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciencest ! *
n *5
! "o - . Rate of Change in Population since last Census (Avg Annual
Rate per 1000)
<<<f" 4 D3IDP3 " D+ X0 0Ok"N"O %L 0 ! W »wo*~
"Wow WKW W "L OiD+ "b "D ""R2 F2 !
DL! )0 ! ") 10! %% 6 22,6 22%
= | * fetal- ". - 222. Language Acquisition by Eye. < rPee= o "
<l " *C ¢

¥ 4lé - Y%%#. Breaking the Silence: The Education of the Deaf in Ireland 1816-1996, "
+ LR

+ 4 ¢ - 221. Newborn Hearing Screening: Press Release
D<<<f ) T "< D4 F2 MFE2('F 2 221 %
22%

+ - - 22 . Circular SP.ED 07/2002 to Boards of Management
and Principal Teachers of National Schools. http://www.sess.ie/sess/Files/Circular%2007-
02%20SNA%20applications%20%26%20role.pdf " 1D D2%

" ™ 7 * & 22 > Language and Learning in Children who are Deaf and
Hard of Hearing: Multiple Pathwayst " > I L &

¥ - U%,. Pedagogy of the Oppressed tC " "5 - ML ) * )

E N " " - 22%. Annual Survey of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children and
Youth M) H ! & D+ %) "D "% 22%

E * 4= b Lr - W%S$. From Silence to Speech: 50 Years with the Deaft + ~
! II*+ !

4 * tetal- 22 .k Thinking Geographically.: - *C6

I * - %% . Deschooling Society. 5 " C6t

57 07.08.09



Education Policy Paper

6 *@L ¥ §- 222. Conducting Research in Human Geography: Theory, Methodology
and Practice. )~ *C6¢4

44 7 " (@ o %%,> | + O(H !4 + )+ <
) "

¥ § - 22#. Seeing is Learning: A Review of Education for Deaf and Hard of Hearing
People in Ireland C M ! ! ! g

5 <"t {- 22%. Desegregating Deaf Education: the mainstreaming of deaf education in Co.
Galway. C " " CEI< §

5 <" §-22#.0 ~ () ) + 4 4 )

! o Ain "% §- 22#. Seeing is Learning: A Review of

Education for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People in Ireland C M !
! ! T

9 * 1(29 April 2008) “Lost for Words” http://www.irishtimes.com/
newspaper/health/2008 /0429/1209158564048.htm| accessed 4/2/09

co™" 5 " -22 .04 5 ")4 ) 0 "A

D<<<h™ & D ="D( " "§ " 3N o ! L¢" +0 %
%D D2%
K" )6 oh =22, 0 ! * - 5 I ¢
+0! = 7 ) ) T " " "Ain *
teLS " "5 - " - 22,. Advances in the Spoken Language Development of Deaf
and Hard-of-Hearing Childrent 3 cor meo<K T

58 07.08.09



